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By Messenger
Magalie Roman Salas, Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: Notice ofEx Parte Presentation
CC Docke~estern Wireless Corporation
Petition for Designation as an Eligible Telecommunications
Carrier for the Pine Ridge Reservation in the State of South Dakota

Dear Ms. Salas:

On March 12, 2001, Comments were filed on behalf of Golden West
Telecommunications Cooperative, Inc. ("Golden West") in the above-referenced proceeding. In
these Comments, Golden West submitted that the Eligible Telecommunications Carrier ("ETC")
Petition by Western Wireless Corporation ("Western Wireless") did not meet the public interest
requirements of Section 214(e)(6) of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. Specifically, the
Comments noted that Western Wireless had not addressed key questions concerning the impact
of its ETC designation upon Golden West's remaining subscribers after competitive inroads are
made within its subscriber base. See Golden West Comments at 13-15.

Subsequently, on September 21, 2001, Golden West submitted an analysis by Robert C.
Schoonmaker, Vice President of GVNW Consulting, Inc., of the adverse rate and revenue
impacts upon Golden West and its remaining customer base if Western Wireless is granted ETC
status. .

With this filing, Golden West is supplementing Mr. Schoonmaker's analysis with an
Declaration by George Strandell, the General Manager of Golden West, indicating that the
projected revenue losses will force Golden West to cancel or postpone plans to upgrade the plant
of as many as fourteen exchanges. This Declaration is supplied under penalty of and is attached
herewith. ..1 LJ..
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Please note that the signature page of the attached Declaration is a facsimile. Golden
West will file the original, signed copy of the Declaration as a supplement.

Pursuant to Section 1. 1206(b)(1) of the Commission's Rules, 47 c.P.R. Section
1.1206(b)(1), an original plus four copies ofthis letter are being provided to you for inclusion in
the public record of the above-referenced proceeding.

Please direct any questions to the undersigned.

cc: Chairman Michael K. Powell
Commissioner Kathleen Q. Abernathy
Commissioner Michael 1. Copps
Commissioner Kevin 1. Martin
Dorothy Attwood
Andrea Kearney

Attachment
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Before the
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

Washington, D.C. 20554

In the Maner of

Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service

Western Wireless Corporation Petition for
Designation as an Eligible Telecommunications
emier for the Pine Ridge Reservation in
South Dakota

)
)
) CC Docket No. 96-45
)
)
)
)
)

DECLARATION UNDER PENALTV 0." PERJURY

1, George Strandell, hereby state the following under penalty ofperjury:

1. I am the General Manager ofGolden West Telecommunications Cooperative
(Golden West). I have worked for Golden West for over 30 years, and am very familiar
with virtually all aspects of its local exchange operations, including its revenue sources,
fmancial planning, and infrastructure investment programs and plans.

2. I have reviewed the "Declaration Under Penalty OfPerjury" ofRobert C.
Schoonmaker ofGVNW Consulting, dated September 21.2001, which was submitted on
behalfofGolden West in this proceeding on September 21,2001. On the basis of my
experience at Golden West, 1believe that Mr. Schoonmaker has accurately estimated the
adverse impacts on Golden West's revenues and rates that would result from the
designation ofWestem Wireless as an Eligible Telecommwucations Carrier (ETC) on the
Pine Ridge Reservation.

3. Mr. Schoonmaker accurately indicated that adverse revenue and rate impacts
would decrease Golden West's ability to invest in telecommunications infrastructure.

4. Golden West annually invests, on average, $6 to $7 million in infrastructure
improvements. Whereas oUI Pine Ridge exchange and others have been upgraded to
furnish broadband capabilities to most of their customers, fourteen ofGolden West's
exchanges still need substanrial upgrades. Three of these exchanges have 1972-vintage
plant, and require replacement of their cable plant and electronics before they can offer
broadband services. The remaining eleven exchanges have 1976-1 978-vintage plant, and
were upgraded on an interim basis with digital loop carrier facilities during the past two
years to improve their voice services. More extensive upgrades need to be completed to
equip these eleven exchanges with broadband capabilities.

5. At present, Golden West has specific plans to upgrade one ofthe three
exchanges with 1972-vintage plant during 2002, and a second during 2003. Iffuture
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revenue and economic conditions remained relatively similar to those in the past, I would
expect that plans would be made to upgrade the third exchange with 1972-vintage plant
during 2004, and that most or all of the eleven exchanges with digital loop carrier would
be upgraded between 2005 and 2008.

6. However, ifGolden West loses $1,166,000 to $2.562.000 ofannual revenues
(as Mr. Schoomnaker estimates) due to the designation of Westem Wireless as an ETC
on the Pine Ridge Reservation, these present and future infrastructure investment plans
will be re-evaluated and cut back. I believe that the plans to upgrade the twO exchanges
during 2002 and 2003 will be postpOned for at least several years. and very possibly
reduced in scope and cost, or cancelled. Likewise, the conunencement ofthe future
upgrades to the eleven digital loop carrier exchanges will be postponed; the upgrades will
be spread out over a longer period; and the scope and cost of the upgrades will be
reduced.

Under penalty ofperjury, I certify that this Declaration was prepared under my
direction, and that it is true and accumte to the best of my knowledge, information and
belief.

~
Date: d'~ 3, ~/
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